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Summary Chapter A
Chapter A looks at academic writing, reading, and speaking. Writing in college requires one to be a critical reader, conversing with and questioning the texts they are reading (Hacker & Sommers, 2018). Notably, when reading critically, one reads with a curious and open mind to comprehend what has been said and why. On the other hand, critical writing involves one responding to a text with insightful, thoughtful questions. In addition, one has to offer judgment concerning the contribution of each portion of the text to its overall impact. According to Hacker & Sommers (2018), reading is similar to writing in that it is an active process that occurs in steps. Active reading involves previewing a text, annotating it, and then conversing with it. Previewing is quickly looking through a given text prior to reading it; this helps one comprehend its structure and basic features (Hacker & Sommers, 2018). Annotating assists one in recording their responses to a given text. Lastly, conversing with or reacting to a text helps the reader move beyond their initial notes to conclude what they have read. 
Additionally, for one to become a good writer, they have to read like a writer. Reading like a writer involves paying attention to the way a text is presented or written and its impact on the reader. Reading effectively also involves identifying and outlining the main ideas in a particular text. According to Hacker & Sommers (2018), outlining the mean points is one of the significant steps that helps an individual to understand a given text. Another important step in reading is summarizing the text, that is, condensing the mean information (Hacker & Sommers, 2018). This allows the reader to test their writing skills by putting the author's words into their own words.  
Furthermore, writing and speaking draw on several similar skills. Similar to influential writers, influential speakers have to identify their audience, purposes, and context. Essentially, for one to be an effective speaker, they have to project themselves in a reasonable and informed. Besides, one also has to develop common ground with the audience and use specific, persuasive techniques and memorable language to capture the listeners’ attention. Hacker & Sommers (2018) notes that the more comfortable an individual is when speaking in various settings, the easier it will be for them to speak in a formal presentation. In this regard, students can improve their speaking skills by responding to fellow students’ comments and participating in class discussions (Hacker & Sommers, 2018). In addition, one should also ensure they play an active role in group work learning. Notably, when offering a formal presentation, one has to prepare adequately; this will help the speaker talk confidently. According to Hacker & Sommers (2018), an excellent presentation should have a clear start, middle, and conclusion. 
Question to classmates 
1. How can one become a critical reader and writer? 
2. How can one marry their reading and writing skills to help them become influential speakers? 
3. What should one do to become an effective speaker? 
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